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Mass Media Bureau
2025 M street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Gentlemen:
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Richard Trumbauer CffICE(J1lEE&TAAY
909 Nelson Place
Piscataway, NT 08854

I understand my local cable company, TKR cable, is
demanding another rate increase in February. This is nothing
less than legalized extortion. The public has no choice in
selecting another cable company arrl we are forced to pay
whatever the cable company demands. The local residents are
outraged about the poor quality of savice and the high prices
we are forced to pay.

In addition to high prices arrl lousy savice, we are now
being forced to deal with our local politicians self saving
interest... see the attached copy of our newspaper article.

Since TKR cable is a Monopoly, they can do business in any
fashion it pleases. They have no carq;>etition and can charge any
fee or price they choose. I do not have a choice to subscribe
to another cable service who can provide me with a better
quality service at a reasonable price.

For instance, TI<R sent a service tedmician to check my
savice after I was forced to write a letter to our utility
cormni.ssion. He replaced the connections on the outside of the
house. This inJ>roved the reception but did not even out the
sound variation from channel to channel. We have some channels
where the sound is lower than normal arrl when we adjust the
sound to watch the program, the connnercials come on and blast
out your ear drums.

When the tedmician installed the new connections, he just
cut the cables from the splitter box, left it mounted to the
house and installed a new splitter box arrl left all the wires
dangling in mid air. This is the type of savice TKR provides.
I have never had a savice tedmician come to my house without
some kind of a problem.



'!his type of stupidity only increases their operating .
costs by requirin:J another technician to cane back am do the
job right the secord time am maybe a third. TKR is supposedly
in the service business but they don't knCM hCM to provide the
service am don't give a darm1 about their customers. '!heir
attitude is...we got them all hooked up am they can't go
anywhere else so the customers will be forced to put up with
all this in.co.trpetence am price gougin:J.

'!hey are now raising my basic cable sexvice to $21.70 plus
$4.25 each for the two additional sets I have hooked up for a
total of $30.20 (see the enclosed price list). '!he $8.50 charge
for the two additional sets is 40% of the basic cable price for
providin:J no additional seivice. When the cable was first
installed 10 years ago, the basic price was about $6.00 which
covered all the initial investment for installing the cable
system. '!hat system has now been paid for at least twice.

'!he fact that someone else can watch another program on
another TV is immaterial. I can watch one program and record
another program using my VCR on the same TV at the same time.
Does this mean TKR can have the right to charge me for using my
VCR? '!hey tried this a long time ago without success.

SUppose there is only one person in a household am they
happen to have three TV sets in three different rooms; that
person can only watch one TV at a time and for TKR to use that
excuse to justify an additional chal:ge is an outrage am an
insult to our intelligence.

'Ihe service they provide is nothing different than what
the telephone corrpany provides. '!here is one cable coming into
my house am is then split into various extensions, the same as
the telephone conpany service. 'Ihe phone conpany at one time
also charged an additional fee for each telephone extension I
had by claiming it required additional p:JWer for each
extension. We now know this was all B.S.

AT!! also charged us $300.00 for a telephone plus an
additional fee if we wanted a color phone..•the same phone we
can now buy for $49.00 because they were forced to enter the
free market place. It is very easy to charge outrageous fees
and prices when you have a captive customer with a gun pointed
at their head..•the gun being our legislature which is being
bought and paid for by the cable industl:y.



cable is not an entertairunent madium. It has ncM becane a
necessity to keep the people informed as to how our government
operates through cable networks such as C-SPAN am QJN plus
other educational channels. If TKR wants to charge extra for
Movie channels am other special entertainment services I have
no objection. leave the rich people who can afford these
services pay for them. I can rent 4 videos a month for less
money than TKR wants to charge me for a movie channel. '!hat is
my choice am is part of the free enterprise system which
forces the cable company to keep their fees down.

Another conp1aint I have with the cable industry is the
cc::mpani.es who sell Sports 01anne1. These people want to
monopolize am control all local broadcasting of sporting
events. If you want to watch a local team play, even if the
game is a sellout or in another city, you must buy Sports
Charme1 which I feel is unfair because Sports Channel then
demands the cable conpany b1oc:k out the channel which the local
game would have apPeared. This forces me to pay my cable
conpany for a blank sceen which is absurd.

For example; if I
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•The whereabouts of the tomb of the late t

Rev. John NeIligan remain a mystery as a ~

, new hole recently appeared in front of St. ~

, , Bartholomew's Church. The footing for a " ~

11 new bell tower was dug six feet in front " f
; and just slightly to the right of a grave

marker for Rev. Nelligan who founded the
, 'parish and asked, to be buried in front of ," ~
,,, the combination church/school building , ,~ t
: 'when he died. He was, but the exact site
, was lost track of during a blizzard. Now ' 't
( ,the parish would like to find him and get ' I !

, his concrete burial vault out of the way of ,,' ,'''1'
' new construction. Anarthex with an ele-
:vator is being added to the front of the

:"_'b_U-,il;!,"dl_'n_
g

_,a_n~d_a_be_l_l_to_w_e_r..;' is_g_Oi_n_g_U_p_n_e~a_r -I.J I:':,....Nelligan's grave marker.
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The Township ounci unam
newed TKR Cable Co.'s television fra~~'i
chise last Tuesday. But there were so ':
many conditions that TKR said it would I

have to raise rates $10 per month in Pis
cataway to pay for everything t~e ~unc ,
wants. ' ': 'i, . ;

, TK,R also said the council is infringingj
on its right to broadcast as it sees fit. 'f

"The council is saying they can take our
spacl! and tell us, what they want us to pu
in ~t,'l said.'fKFJ,'s llttorney, Thomas Kelly
~'I never hejlrdof an ordinance or'resolu
tion with, those types of conditions. They,
are unconstitutional." '",:

RARITAN TOWNSHIP

lUIllL (lIlU l1l'rJt~..lge LUU1IlUSSIUU.
, ...",,: "" Yl'ung suutH 1lI tlle. left laue, Two of the withdrawn appointments

,hiS car swerved over the median and . ' I ' were renewed terms for Barbara Sand- I

acro~s the two northbound lanes ~f, !rafflc,; ford and Luther Roberts. The third would :;;
grazmg ~ telel?hone pole before hlttl.ng the ,~" have replaced longtime member and
tre~, pollee sal~. A doctor stopped h,lS ,car " chairman Stuart Allen with Faith
and decl~r~d hm~ dead at the scene: , ' McPherson.

AuthontIes belIeve, based on a Witness s " City Clerk Laddie Wyatt said Mayor
statement! thaty.ernon may havt:. fallen Harold Mitchell requested the withdraw-, ' I

asleep whde drlvlng. , ',', i als until he can meet with current com- ;';
mission members. ';_ I ~ 41

Friday at the annu
ing.

BROOK

The township sewe~connection fee will " 0'
rise $86 to $1,886 a year starting Friday. ," City Council members last M,onday ex-

The one-time fee is paid when a house' Y, pressed hope that a mayor-council budget
is added to the township's sewer system. ,': ." dispute could be settled without a .big Ie- :

The township Utilities A.uthority also:l,jii:gal bill. But Donna Vose said a thmt law-
Imerset Medical imposed a 4.3 percent rate increase for" i: .y~r ~ay ~e needed to represent the coun-
1,170 spots byJuly::" service for the new year. '.' ,I 1 cll mmonty left out of budget talks.
Ipletion date for . 1.1 After four members voted on Dec. 14
ng deck. "',for budget amendments over the protests
agreement ap-' MIDDLESEX nQUNTY' " ,of.three who said the changes weren't
It's Somerville Bor- ~., .". ! shared with them,Mayor Harold Mitchell
the hospital will be~ !,', ,\ :, \' '" '.' '.' ,,:,: sought and woil a judge's order barring
deck by JUly 1997. ,', PISCATAWAY J:-,fOO- LilLL/I?? further budget action.
,gotiated in May be· , ' , ,,,'~r u~1 Corporation Counsel Dan Williamson
ard and the ..' ' k' : appointed C. Douglas Reina to represent

" The Township ~ouncil voted l~st ~ee " Mitchell and Eric Martin Bernstein to
, to support four cnme bills pendIng In the ' .. h hi h
' ttL . I t Th bills were written I " represent th~ councl~ 10 t e matter, ~ c
~ a e egIS a ure. . e , . . comes up for a hearmg before SuperIor
In ~eSponse to the kldnappl~g of resident , , Court Judge Alexander J. Menza on Jan.
Gad Shollar from the parkIng lot of Sout~ ': 25 ,':" " ",' , , "

'Yogi" Kearney and' Plainfield's Middlesex Mall.in early' ' " , ;" . ,
ceruntogetherfof'. November.' 'j: ,. I:' .:~ ',' .. .'.~, I I'

es, they cam-' , The four pieces of legislation would: ;! , , 0 i ,
fruitlessly. . create a commission to study what the " The city is planning a 10-day memorial
e been the last . criminal code says about 'crimes involving ',: to Martin Luther King Jr. starting Jan. 9
heir third attempt.. I the threat of injury; set a minimum term, , and concluding on the national holiday
ht time for them.' ' of eight .years in ~ri~on for first-de.gree' , marking his achievements.
ce of residents and kidnappIng of a vIctim from a ~ehlcle .an~ :,' More than a dozen organizations and

three yea~ for seco~d-degree kld~appmg~ . ,several churches are presenting programs
make forCIble entry m~o an oc~upled vehl- both to commemorate King and to re-ex- .
cle ~ second-degr~e crIme, pUDlshab,le by amine the challenges he posed to society.
a pnson term of five to 10 years, and " ,
make entering an unoccupied vehicle to

ISHIP ,: wait for a person in order to commit a
,..-------'--- ,crime against the person a second-degree
~ted to be filed crime; and require shopping centers, su-, 'i

rney John E. Coley" permarkets and theaters to provide for '
In Saturday while the saf t of their atrol1$ and employees
Valley Road, the I

ldnesday. .
crest Blvd., was ,:'
I local restaurant at
n. when his car hit
bo had crossed the '
box, accordin'g to
:.ach.'
ten to Robert Wooer,
L'lpital in New ' .. ,
om his injuries
ital officials said. '
101 involved or any
said. "There's a
ItreetIights (and) it's
tidy standing in the.,

d flyers Thursday
'ected by the leak, '
:~ritan, explaining

•

------;o:::n;:;;su:TIITtin'g firm
roleum Corp. has
I at the site as a .
zelman said. The
by the fire depart
Id Raritan ,and by
td.
I started last week
stigating ,the situa-

, , , " '
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